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Synopsis: This text-set provides resources that honor the stories of resistance and resilience during the
American Indian boarding school era in the United States. Through oral histories, first hand accounts, poetry,
fiction and multimedia, this collection highlights how Indigenous children maintained connection to their
culture despite attempts to strip them of their identities. This text-set also provides examples of how
Massachusetts used media to reinforce the inaccurate depictions of Indian boarding schools. Designed to be
used with high school students, this text-set is filled with primary sources to highlight Indigenous voices, as
well as works of fiction and other secondary sources.

Guiding Questions:

How did Massachusetts media engage in the promotion of American Indian boarding schools?

How do Indigenous voices tell stories of experiences at the American Indian boarding schools and
residential schools?

How did Indigenous children resist assimilation in these boarding schools?
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position. She is the granddaughter of the boarding school era, and her family has first hand experience of the
boarding schools. Haaland is taking action towards healing the traumas of the boarding school era, and this
interview goes into more detail of that.

National Public Radio. (2008, May 12). American Indian Boarding Schools Haunt Many. Morning Edition.
broadcast.

Produced and released on NPR, this podcast episode deals with the experiences of many students at the
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