
Migration & Environmental Justice
Synopsis

This text set looks at environmental injustices in communities of color or working class neighborhoods. However,
social injustices are not meant to just tear us down, because they can also create social action and empower
residents to advocate for themselves. Therefore, aside from focusing purely on the environmental toxins and
devastation, it is also important to address the activism that arises in communities when they are harmed.

Text Set at a Glance
EQ: How does my family’s migration shape where I live? How does my environment affect my community?
Other Questions: To what extent is my community toxic? What are ways to mitigate the toxicity of my
community? What are the causes of the environmental risk factors in my neighborhood?
Objective: To look at environmental risk factors that our students/communities are exposed to due to their
migrational journey, location, and environmental exploitation/racism.
Purpose: Provide environmental justice books that focus on BIPOC people’s herstories and journeys.
Important things to note:

● Although I predominantly focus on particular regions that are important to me for various reasons; I
gathered these sources so educators can use this information in their classes as a starting point.

● The purpose of this text set is to primarily focus on migration and environmental injustices/discrimination in
our communities.

● I encourage teachers to continue to research their particular community and to intentionally allow
opportunities for their students to explore their own communities.

● Ask questions:
○ Why is this facility (or facilities) here?
○ To what extent, are they polluting my community?
○ What health risks are affiliated with these pollutants?
○ Who’s benefiting from this facility?
○ Who is at greatest risk?
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