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The Yaqui Tribe
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The Yoeme – also known as Yaquis-- are an indigenous people who speak a Uto-Aztecan-based
language in their ancestral homeland in Mexican State of Sonora. Following and during many
conflicts with the Mexican government, numerous Yaquis were forced into slavery in the Yucatan,
which gave rise to a mass migration of Yaquis to the Southwest United States. Pascolas (old men of
the fiestas) Deer Dancers and Chapayekas are iconic figures in Yaqui traditions. Easter is central to
their annual ceremonial cycle and thus they are known as the Pascua Yaqui, now a federally
recognized Indian Tribe in Arizona (since 1978).

Guiding Inquiry Questions

1. Something very common in this country is how people have struggled for civil rights. What kind
of experience have Yaqui people and the Tribe had with civil rights issues?

2. We know that Sally Gonzalez is the first Native American lady as senator from the south of
Arizona, who represents a legislative District in Tucson that includes the Pascua Yaqui
Reservation. How successful and effective has she been in her representation?

3. The Yaquis have their own traditions, ceremonies, and beliefs. Some of these traditions have
evolved as a mix of Native beliefs and mixed with Christianity. How has it been this process?

4. Yaqui traditional dance. What is the significance of this dance, is it part of a ceremony? What is
the meaning of their dance attire?

5. Some material we have read in the seminar refer to both Yoeme and Yaqui. Is the name of the
same indigenous community?  Why is there a difference in names?

6. According to some newspaper archives in the Library of Congress, Yaquis were originally from
present-day Sonora, Mexico. Why did they migrate to Arizona?

7. We have read about different tribes in Arizona and how they have survived Spanish
colonization and dominance by Hispanic and Anglo cultures. How have Yaquis handled these
transitions and their adaptation in general?

8. We have read about how each tribe has struggled to retain their integrity as a people who
share a common language, culture and traditions. How are Yaquis related or connected with
Navajos, Tohono O’odham, or other tribes in this struggle?

9. What are the ways in which the Yaqui tribe had contributed to the changes toward a federally
recognized tribe?

10.How does learning about the Yaqui tribes in Arizona and in Mexico help us to better
understand their relationship and their influence in tribal rights?
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