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Perilous Crossings
A text set exploring the ways in which immigrants face danger and mistreatment at the U.S/Mexico Border


The decision to cross the international border between Mexico and the United States has long been a risky one. Immigrants seeking safety, employment, or a better life on American soil have been subjected to cruel and dehumanizing government practices, from the chemical baths at the El Paso International Bridge in the early 1900s to family separations and sub-par detention centers existing across the country today. Dangerous conditions have existed for immigrants whether they cross the border legally or not- as demonstrated by the government run Bracero Program of the 1940s and 50s.  This text set aims to explore the reasons people have decided to make the perilous crossing, and what has happened to them when they do.

Some of the inquiry questions that guided the formation of this text set are as follows:
· What motivates people to cross from Mexico into the United States even though they know the decision involves risk and danger?
· What conditions have immigrants faced while making the crossing?
· In what ways has legal border crossing also been fraught with peril?
· What is life like for people living in the borderlands where these crossings happen daily?
· In what ways have people resisted the oppressive conditions imposed on them at the border?
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